14                    NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR

refrain from molesting their neighbours, who have done
not only no harm to them but   who,   whether they are
Hindus or Mussalmans, are doing their best to safeguard
the honour of Islam.
Toung India, 25-5-1921

THE AFGHAN ALARM

It must be a matter of surprise to many people, as it
is to me, that Shri Bipin Chandra Pal should be alarmed
at the Afghan cry raised in interested quarters. Ho is a
believer in full Swaraj, and I venture to suggest to him
that we cannot establish Swaraj in India till we rid our-
selves of the feeling of helplessness. Swaraj means our pre-
paredness to deal with the Afghan and every other menace
in our country. The whole scheme of non-co-operation is
based on trusting other people and if they prove untrust-
worthy, on our being prepared to meet their deceit by
self-suffering. I remind Shri Pal of what he truly said at
Allahabad at the Hindu-Muslim Conference in reply to
Dr. Sapru, that the same power of combination, resource-
fulness and suffering that would end the present system of
slavery, would enable us to deal with every other system of
a similar nature.

Pan-Islamism, which Shri Pal fears, is an admirable
doctrine in so far as a Mussalman wishes the solidarity
of all Muslim States. It would be a dangerous doctrine,
if it were to mean a combination of Islamic powers for the
purpose of exploiting the world or converting it to Islam
by force. No sane Mussalman of my acquaintance has ever
entertained the latter idea. The world is growing sick of
the domination of brute force.

I assure Shri Pal that I do not believe in flirtation with
any sentiment. I reject those that are bad, and hug those
that are good. I do not believe that serious Mussalmans
will welcome Afghan rule any more than Serious Hindus
would. In writing my article on the Afghan Bogey, I was
minded only to defend the correct position of a comrade,